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This study aimed to compare the 
oral health status of black and white 
Brazilian adolescents, and to assess 
the magnitude of racial differences 
of oral health indices in macro-

regions of the country.



•A nationwide survey of oral health was 
performed in 2002-03: 15,695 adolescents 
(15-19 years old) were examined.

•Oral health outcomes related to black and 
white individuals were compared by the 
Prevalence Ratio, as assessed by multivariate 
Poisson regression.





The Southeast region presented a 
better overall profile of oral health for 
most conditions currently assessed. 



The Southeast region presented a higher 
racial inequality in all outcomes of oral 
health, with black adolescents ranking 
poorer than their white counterparts. 



Brazil 
presents huge 
socioeconomic 
inequalities; 
the South and 
the Southeast 
regions rank 
higher in the 

human 
development 

index.



Health inequity
“differences in health that are not only 

unnecessary and avoidable, but in
addition unfair and unjust.”

(Whitehead, 1992)
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It is unnecessary, avoidable, unfair and 
unjust that the richest Brazilian region –
the one with the best overall profile of 
oral health – presents a higher racial 

inequality of oral health. 



Suppressing racial inequalities in oral 
health is a socially relevant goal for 
health services. It should also be 

considered an important strategy for the 
promotion of social justice.


