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The Tobacco Epidemic – Today



The Tobacco Epidemic is about to 
Get Much Worse….

• Tobacco currently kills 5 million/yr but this will 
increase to over 8 million/yr in 2030

• If current smoking patterns continue, the death 
toll from tobacco use will be (Peto, WHA 2008) : 

2000 – 2025 ~ 150 M
2025 – 2050 ~ 300M
2050 – 2100 > 500M

TOTAL for 21st Century 1 billion (half the deaths in 
middle age)

TOTAL for 20th Century 0.1 billion 



… Unless
We Act Now



Information systems available

• Global systems collecting adult tobacco 
use data
– Global Tobacco Surveillance System (GTSS)

– WHO STEPwise approach to Surveillance
(STEPS)

– World Health Survey (WHS)



Mechanisms for Policy Surveillance

• WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC)

• The WHO Report on the Global Tobacco 
Epidemic: The MPOWER Package



WHO FCTC

First global health treaty negotiated 
under auspices of WHO; widely 
embraced

Currently: 
160 Contracting parties; Entry into 
force 27 Feb 2005

In the next 5 years: 
Remaining WHO Member states 
become Contracting Parties to Treaty

By 2013, over 90% of all WHO 
Member States to be Contracting 
Parties to the WHO FCTC



Reporting - Implementation of WHO FCTC

• Parties to submit periodic reports on specified 
issues to the Conference of the Parties

• Enable Parties to understand and learn from one 
another’s experiences in implementing the WHO 
FCTC 

• Reporting timeline variable per country
– 28 countries reported by COP 2007

http://www.who.int/fctc/reporting/en/



FCTC reporting instrument

• Demographics
• Prevalence
• Supply of tobacco products
• Taxation
• Implementation of articles

– SHS
– Tobacco regulation
– Illicit trade
– Sales to minors
– Liability
– Packaging/labelling
– Advertising, promotion and sponsorship
– Programs and plans: education, awareness, cessation, etc



The WHO Report on the Global 
Tobacco Epidemic

WHO Report on the 
Global Tobacco 
Epidemic, 2008 is a 
first in a series of 
WHO reports that will 
track the status of the 
tobacco epidemic and 
the impact of 
interventions to stop it



MPOWER 
Six Policies for Tobacco Control

monitor tobacco use and prevention policies

protect people from tobacco smoke

offer help to quit tobacco use

warn about the dangers of tobacco

enforce bans on tobacco advertising, promotion 
and sponsorship

raise taxes on tobacco



GTCR: data collection

• Questionnaire developed with consultation from 
partners and regions 
– 32 focused questions on six core indicators

• 180/194 questionnaires sent (all WHO Member 
States + Palestine) answered, over 99% of world 
population

• Assessment of compliance by a 5-member panel 
of experts in each country (SFE, direct indirect 
ad bans)



Most Countries Have Not Implemented 
Effective Tobacco Control Policies



Monitor Tobacco Use and 
Prevention Policies

Accurate monitoring is essential

Provides precise national & global data  on
tobacco use

Measures effectiveness of tobacco control 
policies

More than half the countries do not have 
minimum monitoring information



More than half of 

countries do not 
have minimum

monitoring 
Information

High-income: 73%
Middle income: 43%
Low-income: 24%



Protect People from Tobacco Smoke

No safe level of second-hand smoke

Smoke-free environments protect non-smokers health, 
help smokers quit & encourage smoke-free homes
Smoke-free indoor areas with no exceptions
Smoke-free laws are popular & do not harm business
Only 16 countries in the world 

are covered by comprehensive 
smoke-free comprehensive laws



Offer help to Quit Tobacco Use

Many want to quit, but can't
Health care system has 
primary responsibility to 
treat tobacco dependence
Only 9 countries in the 
world offer complete 
cessation services to treat 
tobacco dependence

Nicotine is highly addictive



Warn about the Dangers of Tobacco

Most people are unaware of full range of health 
risks from tobacco use and second-hand smoke

Anti-tobacco ads help 
change image of 
smoking

Only 5 countries meet 
all criteria for pack 
warnings

2/3 want to 
quit

3/4 approve 
of warningsMore 

than half 
changed 
opinions

Impact of pack warnings in Brazil



• Advertising increases sales, 
illness and death

• Bans effective only if 
comprehensive

• Only 20 countries in the 
world have complete bans 
on tobacco advertisement, 
promotion and sponsorship

Enforce Bans on Tobacco Advertising, 
Promotion and Sponsorship

Tens of billions of dollars spent each year to 
promote tobacco Comprehensive advertising bans 

amplify effects of other interventions



Youth are particularly 
effected by tobacco taxes
Tobacco taxes are 
generally well accepted
Only 4 countries have tax 
rates greater than 75% of 
the retail price

Raise taxes on tobacco

Tax rates vs. consumption, South Africa

Increasing tobacco taxes is the best way to 
reduce consumption



Building Capacity for Tobacco Control 

Tools for Advancing Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC, MPOW ER)

National Tobacco Control Plan (NTCP)

National Coordinating Mechanism – Government Mandate

Country–level Infrastructure – resources (human, mat erial, financial) 
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25% of countries do not have a national/federal agen cy 
or a technical unit with responsibility for tobacco co ntrol



The WHO Report on the Global 
Tobacco Epidemic 2009

• Second round of data collection: October –
December 2008; Launch fall 2009

• Special focus: Smoke Free Legislation 
(National and Sub-national)

• Simpler data collection process using MS 
Excel tool

• Regional modules
• MPOWER Indicators for Tobacco Control: 



Complementarities: GTCR and COP reporting

Determined by the Conference of PartiesAnnualPeriodicity

· "experience in implementing… details of the 
progress being made … in implementation" of 
all Articles of the WHO FCTC

Implementation and enforcement of:
· Tobacco price and taxes
· Packaging and labeling of tobacco 

products
· Advertising, promotion and 

sponsorship
· Smoke-free environments
· Tobacco dependence and cessation
· National tobacco control policy 

objectives

Scope

Gradually increasing coverage with all Parties 
covered by mid-2008 for "Group 1" questions.  All 
Parties to respond to "Group 2" and "Group 3" 
questions by 2013.

All 193 WHO Member States
Country 
Coverage

Compulsory reporting on implementation of WHO 
FCTC obligations

Monitor and internationally compare a 
core set of tobacco control measures for 
all WHO Member States

Objectives

Conference of Parties ReportingGTCR



M: Monitoring and Surveillance

Our vision for the future …
• Monitoring relevant tobacco use indicators (prevalence)

• Develop POWER indicators that serve as benchmarks 
for monitoring tobacco use and policies

• Strengthen and expand surveillance systems providing 
population based tobacco indicators 

• Trends on level of implementation of tobacco control 
policies



M: Monitoring and Surveillance

Our vision for the future …
• Establish clear and well-defined evidence-

based targets for reduction in tobacco use
– Scenarios

• Status quo
• With (MPOWER) strategies



Back up slides

mpower

for a tobacco free world



Back ground Slides



Reporting on the implementation of WHO 
FCTC

• Article 21 (WHO FCTC): Parties to submit 
periodic reports on specified issues to the 
Conference of the Parties

• Parties report initially 2 years after entry into the 
WHO FCTC, and then every subsequent 3 years 
as follows:
– Group 1 questions within 2 years of entry into force 
– Group 2 questions within 5 years of entry into force 
– Group 3 questions within 8 years of entry into force 





• Report existing sources of prevalence data
• Problem: Gaps for recent and/or representative 

data, data not comparable 
– Age
– Definition of smoker: cigarette/tobacco, current/daily
– Representativeness (urban/rural)
– Survey year

• WHO Global InfoBase: Comparable adjusted 
estimates

GTCR: Prevalence dataGTCR: Prevalence dataGTCR: Prevalence data


